
Q3 Financial Checklist for 2024 
Tip: Print this out and stick it on the fridge or somewhere else it will be seen.  That way, you can 

check off the items one by one as you complete them!   

  Reprioritize Your Goals 
With the year now half over – where did the time go? – you may find that you have already accomplished some 
of the goals you set for yourself this year.  Others may be behind schedule; some may still just be words on 
paper.  That’s okay!  Working towards our goals should always be a marathon, not a sprint.  That makes this a 
good time to reprioritize your goals.  Do you have new goals that you didn’t have in January?  If so, write them 
down. Are there older objectives that need to be given more attention?  If so, determine where they need to be 
placed on your schedule.  By doing these things, you can ensure that the back half of 2024 is as productive and 
fruitful as possible.   

  Fund Your Child/Grandchild’s Education 
It’s summer vacation now, but Back-to-School season will be here before you know it.  If you have any children 
or grandchildren whom you want to ensure receive a higher education, use Q3 to either set up a new education 
funding account or contribute to one you already have.  From 529 Plans to Coverdell Education Savings 
Accounts, you have many options to choose from.  The key is choosing the right one for you, and then 
contributing to it consistently.  Please let us know if you need any guidance on this – we’d be happy to help! 

  Check Your Credit Reports 
Credit reports aren’t just for getting loans – they’re a handy early-warning system for fraud and identity theft.  
A good rule of thumb is to check your credit reports at least once per year.  If you haven’t checked yours yet in 
2024, now is the best time to do so.  In particular, be on the lookout for recent changes that don’t look familiar 
to you as well as “hard inquiries.”  This is when a business checks your credit report because they received a 
new application for credit or services.  These can impact your score and stay on your reports for two years or 
so.  They can also show you when people are trying to use your information illicitly.   

  Review Your Beneficiaries 
If you’ve had any major life changes – or if anyone in your family has – it’s a good idea to conduct a 
“beneficiary audit.”  Is everything still accurate and up-to-date?  If not, adjust your will and estate plan 
now so that your loved ones will always be taken care of, and your legacy ensured.         

  Pay Off Any Debts Incurred Earlier This Year 
It’s not uncommon to rack up debts during the first half of the year.  From vacations to home renovations 
to new purchases, it’s easier than ever to reach for the nearest credit card.  There’s nothing wrong with 
that – so long as those debts don’t linger and grow.  Pay them off now, if possible — or at least make a 
dent — so they don’t weigh you down as you work toward your long-term goals.   

  Evaluate Your Auto-Pay Bills 
Finally, if you’ve placed bills on autopay, be sure that the card or bank account the various companies 
have on file is correct.  Review whether certain bills have gone up, and whether there are less expensive 
options to consider.  And be sure to cancel any subscriptions you no longer need!    

“Why do I love checklists? Because in 2004 a checklist helped avert what could have been some 
serious unpleasantness. And because rather than letting my imagination run amok to my 
detriment (otherwise known as “panicking”), effective use of checklists allow me to direct my 
imagination to more productive purposes.”  — David Oberhettinger, former NASA Pilot and Chief 
Knowledge Officer Emeritus at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory1 


